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A message from Reverend Nicki:

Dear Friends

Advent is the time in the Church’s year for waiting and preparing for new
life, new birth. Waiting and preparing for Jesus...

My second Grandson is due to be born on December 27" and so we as a
family know all about waiting and preparing this Advent.

So how do you prepare Christmas? There is so much more to this season
of goodwill and family time, parties and presents.

Advent isn’t just a time of waiting for Christmas, but has a sense of
apocalypse about it - waiting not only for Jesus to be born in Bethlehem,
but waiting for Jesus to come at the end of time. It is a time when the con-
cerns and teachings of the Church seem very far from the commercial set-
tings of the shopping centres that are decorated for December. Hopefully
in all the clamour and distractions you will find time to attend one of the
many Church services in the Benefice. The Carol Service and Christingles
are always very popular.

If you would like something in a smaller group, I am holding an Advent
Course ‘So What Are You Waiting For? in the Vicarage on Wednesdays
in December at 7.30 and everyone is welcome.

So, as we wait, let us look at our world today and we will find very little
difference between the time of the birth of Christ and now. There are still
wars and unrest, political difficulties and most importantly, a lack of love
between people who believe differently and who fear integration and
assimilation of refugees and those who live contrarily to the status quo.
The birth of Jesus was so important to people in Palestine. People were
hungry for love and light. We are no less hungry and we are no less in
need of the love and light that Jesus brings. Imagine a tiny baby having
that kind of power to influence the world. And yet, he did and still does.
And He calls us, as His children, to do the same.

So this Christmas I would like to share the good news that the Light has
come and Love has been born for us and for all people.

Blessings this Christmas and peace in the New Year.
Revd. Nicki Bland

St Nicolas Church 100 Club
November Draw
The winners of the November 100 club draw were as follows:

1" prize  £50.00  Ticket no 87 Mark Berry
2" prize  £25.00  Ticketno 106  Joyce Giles
3“prize  £10.00  Ticketno 100  Pam Wilkie

The draw took place on Sunday 5™ November at the Neighbourhood
café in Hail Weston. Congratulations to all the winners.

Judith Clements
For and on behalf of Hail Weston Parochial Church Council

An Invitation to the Women of Hail Weston from
Gt Staughton Women'’s Institute
to join them for the following event:

9th January
Wonderful Arctic
with speaker Chris Hall

Monthly coffee mornings at the homes of members and/or lunch
outings also take place. These are open to WI members or non-
members to attend.

Ladies interested in going along to the above event or those
interested in the coffee mornings, please contact:

Barbara Wallis on 214582
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All are welcome to drop in to the neighbourhood cafe, which will be
held on the following dates:

3rd December
ay 20th Decemb
Café open 3.30 to 5.30pm - drop in at any time.

Contact Sue or Maurice: mauriceandsuel @gmail.com
or telephone 212920
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On Friday, 10th November, the pure sound of the trumpet could be
heard in all its glory in St Nicolas Church as trumpet player of national
renown, John Barker, entertained over 80 guests with a wide
repertoire of music during a superb concert which was organised by
the St Nicolas Church Restoration Group. The evening raised over £750
towards the Church Restoration funds, and the committee would like
to thank everyone who came and supported the evening. It was lovely
to see so many people there.

Following many requests since the concert, we have invited John to
return in November 2018, and hope to have the pleasure of seeing you
all there again next year. In the mean time, further events are being
organised in the coming months, and more information will be
available in the New Year.

Anne-Marie Hamilton

r h

Services in the Benefice in December
HAIL WESTON CHURCH

Sunday 3rd December 3.00pm ALL AGE WORSHIP with a new
slant - come and see what we are doing in December!

Wednesday 6th December 10.00am Morning Prayer followed by
Coffee in Church

Sunday 10th December 9.00am Parish Communion

Sunday 24th December 5.00 pm Christmas Eve CHRISTINGLE
SERVICE

Sunday 24th December 8.00 pm FIRST COMMUNION OF
CHRISTMAS

Sunday 31st December 10.30am Group Communion at St Nicolas
Church. Hail Weston

GREAT STAUGHTON CHURCH

Sunday 3rd December 9.00am BCP 10.30am. Family Worship

Sunday 3rd December 6.00pm Advent Carols

Sunday 10th December 10.30am Parish Communion

Sunday 17th December 10.30am Parish Communion
Sunday 17th December 6.00pm Carol Service

Sunday 24th December 10.30am Parish Communion

Sunday 24th December 3.00pm Christingle
Sunday 24th December 11.30pm Benefice Midnight Mass for
Christmas

LITTLE STAUGHTON CHURCH

Sunday 3rd December 9.00am Parish Communion
Sunday 19th December 9.00am Parish Communion
Sunday 24th December 3.00pm Carol and Crib Service
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Carol Singing around |t he

The Mondays
singing group will be in church on the following dates: Monday 18th December

Monday 27th November in Church 7.30pm . .
Monday 4th December in Church 7.30pm starting at St Nicolas Church at 7.30pm

&~ Monday 11th December CONCERT in Church

= 7.30pm All welcome
Monday 18th December Carol Singing (Meet

at Church 7.30pm)

Do come and join us

We welcome new people and old friends to our singing group.
We sing all kinds of songs and if you like singing then come along.

We are preparing for our Christmas Concert.
No experience is necessary!

If you just like singing the tune, we have a place for you!
(Come and give it a go)

if you are interested tel. Elaine on 474542

Concert
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Village Christian Fellowship 2 in ali

The Village Christian Fellowship welcomes all in the village to Celebrate the )

Birth of Jesus. Carols and Refreshments. Tel El ai

one of

Thursday 14th December, 7.30pm at 2 Crown Close, Hail Weston
Tel. Elaine on 474542 for further details.




